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To the Muses: Nine Galliards by Vincenzo Galilei
By Carin Zwilling

Vincenzo Galilei (1520-159!), father of Galilee Galilei,
was a musician member of Bardi's "Camerata Fiorentina" - an
informal academy at which literature, science, and arts were dis-
cussed and new music was performed. In 1584, Vincenzo Galilei Bibliography:
wrote the Libro d'intavotatura di liuto, structured in three parts: ANNONI, M.T.,"Ulterioriosscrvazioni sui manoscrito Galilciano '6' della Bibllo-
the first and second with 24 suites in the form of passamezzo-ro- teesNazionalcdi Fircnzc",11Frontmo, 1989,22-32.

BARBIERI, P., "L'acordetura strumcntalc in Toscana: propostc e contrasti da Vin-manesca-saltarello, while the third section is subdivided in two cenzc Galilei a Cristofori (c. J 580-1730)", Musico/agio humana: Studies in Honor
groups: galliards composed by Galilei and "arie" of several au- a/Warren and Ursula Kirkendale. ed. S. Gmcinwieser, D. Hilcu amd J. Ricdlbauer,
thors, Galilei used original sequences of sections in his composi- Firenze, 1994,209-32.
tions comprising 24 groups of dances, clearly related to 12 major BARBOUR. M., Tuning and Temperament; A Historical Survey. East Lansing, MI,

1951/R, 2/1953.
and 12 minor keys, rendering a very interesting type of music, BERGER, K., Theories of Chromatic and Enharmonic Music in Late Sixteenth
with homorhythmic passages alternated Century Italy, Ann Arbor, 1979.
with phrases of the "recitative accompag- BERTOUNI, A., "Artisti inrelazionccoiGonzaga",
nato", The third section, particularly worthy ~ At. Atti e memorie delle R. R. Deputasioni di storia pa
of note due to its outstanding counterpoint- ;,". ...... frio per la provmcte modenesi e parmenst. 3rdser.,

.. iii, 1885, 195-7; pubd separately, Bologna. 1969/R.
istic and melodic quality, consists of an ....~~ Edizione nazionale delle opere di Galileo Galilei,
original selection of titles of instrumen- x, Fircnzc. 1900; xix, Fircnzc, 1907.
tal dances (i.e. the music to be followed BROWN, H. M., "Vincenzo Galilei in Rome:

his first book of lute music (1563) and its cultural
without a text), These titles, conceived context", Music and Science ill the Age of Gali
as a revival of ancient Greek values, .:f: leo, cd. V. Coelho, Dcrdrccth, 1992, 153-84.
were not chosen by chance. They were ....,ao"'!l~~ CALLAWAY, F.(cd.), Essays in Honour of David
precisely designed to convey the essential ~ Evatt Tuntey. Callaway International Resource
meanings for discussions being developed .' . ,I Centre for Music Education, Perth, University of

Western Australia 1995.
in Bardi's circle and Florentine Renais- ~, j ~ CANOUlLHEM, P., "Tel perc, tcl fils? Lcs cpin-
sance environment, eventually echoing in _ ions csthctiqucsdc la f amille Galilei",Inlematioal
the seventeenth century opera. "". Review of Music Aesthetics and Sociology, xxiii..

\. 1992,27-42.
Nine galliards were dedicated \ /'( CHILESOlTl, 0" "Ascendcnti c collateralidi

to the muses, daughters of Zeus and the I. ~ GalileeGalilci", Archivio storica italtano,
Titaness 'Mnemosyne (whose name means ~;I~; 5th ser., xlvii, 1911),346-78.
'memory'). Originally considered god.desses ~... \,.. __ ' "11primo libro di liuto di Vicenzo Gali-
offine arts, music and literature, in later times ,.., lei". Rivista Musicale Italiano, xv, 1908.

_---;;-~' "Transcrizioni da un Codice". Aui del
also embraced History, PhiJosophy and As- _~~~.. ~~:~,~~~5:~ Congresso Inlemazianale di Scienze Storico,
tronomy. The importance of the Muses arises . .-...,: ~. ~ viii,Roffia, 1905.
from the popularity with poets, who attributed . "Oi Nicola Vieentino e del gencri

Grcci secondo Vicenzo Gatilei". Rivista Musicaleto them their inspiration and liked to invoke their aid. Generally
depicted as winged, they had their principal abodes on moun-
tains, particularly Helicon (near Ascra) in Boeotia and Pieria
near Mount Olympus. Hesiod had ascribed them the traditional
number of nine and had allotted each of them a name, thougb
their functions were not differentiated until very mucb later, and
even then without complete agreement. They were usually identi-
fied as follows: Calliope 'fair voice' (Epic Poetry), Clio 'renown'
(History), Euterpe 'gladness' (flute-playing), Terpsichnre 'joy in
the dance' (Lyric Poetry aod Dance), Erato 'lovely' (Lyric Poetry
and Songs), Melpomene 'singing' (Tragedy), Thalia 'ahundance',
good cbeer' (Comedy), Polymnia 'many songs' (Mime), and Ura-
nia 'heavenly' (Astronnmy). The Muses were also associated
with Apollo who, as god of the music and prophecy, was their
leader. It was believed that they dance with him and other deities,

20

the Graces and the Hours, at festivals of the gods on Olympus.

Italiana, xix, 1912,546-565.
COELHO, V. (ed.), Music and Science in the Age ofGalileo. Dordreeht /Boston!
London, Kluwcr Academic Publishers, 1992.
DRAKE, S., "Rellaissance Music and Experimental Science", Journal of the His-
lOry oj Ideas, ~xi, 1970,483-500.
-::-=_~."Vinccnzio Galilei and Galilco", Galileo Stlldies, Ann Arbor, 1970,
43-62.
.,-~-,-~' "Music and Philosophy in Early Modem Science", Musie and Science
in the Age a/Galileo, cd. V. Coelho, Dordrccth, 1992,3-16.
EINSTEJN, A., The Italian Madrigal. Princeton University Press 1949.
-:;O:;:;-CC;;C-:' "Vmccnzo Galilciand the Instructiye Duo", Music & Leucrs, xviii,
1937,36<1-68.
FANO, F., "Alcuni Chiarimenti su VieeDZOGalilei", Rassegna Musicale Italiana.
x, 1937,85-92.
----" La cameratafiorentina. Milano, Ricordi, 1934.

continued page 22
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Vincenzo GaliJei
Italian composer and lutenist. Father of Galilee Galilei, the great astronomer.

1520 born at Santa Maria a Monte

1540 Florence

Venice: worked with Zarlino.

Rome: studied with Girolamo Mei.

1563 · lntavolature de lauto, madrigale e ricercare, libro primo (Rome, 1563); 17 ed. in Istituzioni e monumenti dell'arte

musicale italiana, iv (1934)

1564 teaches the lute at Pisa (till 1568).

1568 some years in Venice.

· II Fronlmo: dia/ogo di Vincentia Galileifiorentino, nel quale si conlengono /0 vere, e necessarie regale del intavo/are

/a musica net ttuto. posto nuovamente in luce & do ogni errore emandato. Venezia: Girolamo Scotto (rev/1584)

· Romanescas, passamezzos, arrs a/madrigals and partsongs, Iv, lute, in copy of Fronimo (1568 cdn.), Fr, some ed. in

Palisca, 1969.

1568 · Airs. romanescas, galliards, passameaos, lute, in a copy of Fronimo (1568 000.), Fr, some ed. in Palisca, 1969.

1570 · Compendia nella tehoria [sic] della musica

1572 returns to Florence.

1574 · II prlmo libra de modrigali, 4. 5vv (Venezia, 1574)

1581 · Dialogo della musica antica e della modema. Firenze: Giorgio Marescotti; Firenze: Filippo Giunti (1602).

1584 · Ltbro d'tntavolamra di ttuto, ne/ quote si contengono i possamezzi, Ie romanesche, i soltorettt, eJ Ie gagliarde et oltre

case ariose composte i" diversi tempi (1584) I-Fr; facs. (Firenze, 1992), II ed. Oscar Chilesotti, Congresso inter-

nazionale dt scienzestoriche: Rome, 1903, 135-8; some ed. in lstituzioni e rnonumenti deft'arte musicale italians, iv

(1934); 16 galliards ed. M. Fritzen, Vincentia Galilei, Libra d'Intavoknura (Munich, 1982).

· Contrapunti, 2vv. (Firenze, 1584); ed. in SCMA, viii (1945)

1587 · II secondo libra de madrtgali, 4, 5vv. (Venezia, 1587); ed in lstiruzioni e monumenti dell'arte musicale iraliane, vi

(1934)

1588 · II primo tibro della prattico de/ contrapunto intomo all 'usa delle consonanze, 1588-91 [3 drafts]; ed. in Rempp, 1980,

pp.7-76

· Dtscorso intomo all'uso delledissonanze, 1588-91 (3 drafts]; ibid 77-161.

· IIprimo libra della prattica del contrapunto intomo all 'usa delle consonanze, 1588-91 (3 drafts]; ed. in Rempp, 1980,

pp.7-76.

· Discorso imorno all 'uso delle dissononze, 1588-91 (3 drafts]; ibid.77-161.

1589 · Discorso di Vincentio Galilei nobile fiorentino, in torno al/'opere di messer GioseJJoZarlino do Chioggia, et alt,.i

imporlanti partico/ari atlenenti 0110nlllsica. EI 01medesimo messer GiosefJo dedicato. Firenze: Giorgio Maresconi.

1590 · Discorso inlorno al/'llso dell'enharmonio el di chifusse oulore del cromatico, 1590-91; ibid. 163-80.
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FLEISSNER, Die Madrigale Vicenzo Galtlet und sein Dialogo (these). Munchen
1912.
GASSER, L., Vincenzo GaUlei's Manuscript "Libro d'lmavokuura di ttuto",
1584: an Introductory Study, diss. Stanford V., 1991.
HAR.RA.N,D., "Sulln gencsi della famosa disputa era GioscfTo Zarlinoe Vineenzo
Galilci: un nuevo profilo", NRMl, xxi, 1987,467-75.
HERMAN, R. H., "Dia/ogo delta musica antica et moderna' ofVincenzo Galilei:
Translation and Commentary. diss., U. North Texas, 1973.
JAMES, J .• The Music of the Spheres: Music. Science and the Natural Order of the
Universe. London, Abacus 1994.
KAMPER, D., "Studicn zur instrumcatalcn Enscmblemusik des 16. Jabrhunderts
in ltalicn", AnMc, no.IO ,1970.
MARTIN, H., "Lc Camerata du comic Bardi ct al musiquc florentine du XVe
sieclc", Revue de Musicologie, xiii, p. 63--74 & 152-161 & 227-234; xiv, p. 92-
100& 141-151.
ORSINI, C., Jlincenzo Gaiitei: oatalogo temanco rogionato delle sue opere mu-
sicali con parttcolart riferimenro agli esemplari conservan nelle biblioteche ita/-
jane, diss. U, di Pisa, 1986.
----, "vinccnzo Galitei",/f Fronimo, xvi, no.62, 1988,7-28.
PALISCA, C. V., «Viccnzo Galilci's Counterpoiot Treatise: a code for the scconda
prattica", Journol of the American Musicology Society, ix ,1956, 81-96.
---" "Vicenza Galilei and some links between Pscudomonody and Mono-
dy". The Musical Quar/erly, 46,1960,344-60.
---, (cd.), "The Ictter to Vineenzo Galilei of 8 May 1572/ by Girolamo
Mei". in: The Florentine Camerata: Documentary Studies and Translations, New
Haven, Yale University Press, 1989.
---" Studies in the History of Iralian Music and Music Theory. Oxford,
Clarendon Press 1994.
---" The Beginnings of Baroque Music: its Roots in Sixteenth Centllry The-
oryandPolemics, diss. Harvard V., 1954.
___ • "Girolamo Mei (1519-1594): LeUe~ on Ancient and Modem Music to
Vincenzo Galilei aod Giovanni Bardi: a study with annotated texts," Musicologi~
cal Studies and Documents, cd. A. Carapetyan, Rome, 1960, iii, 2/1977.

---, "Scientific Empiricism in Muscial Thought", Seventeen tit Century Si-
cence and the Arts, cd. H.H. Rhys, Princeton, 1961,91-137.
---, "Vinceozo Galilei's Arrangements for Voice and Lure", Essays in Mu-
sicology in Honour ofDragon Plamenac, cd. G. Reese and R. H. Snow, Pittsburg,
1969/R, 207-32.
---, "Thc 'Camerata Fiorcruina': a Rcappralscal", Studt mustcatt. i, 1972,
203-36.
---, The Florentine Camerata: Documentary Studies and Translations.
Yale University Press: New Haven & London, 1989.
---" 'The Science of sound and musical practice", Science and the Ar/s
in the Renaissance. cd. J. W, Shirley and F. D. Hocniger, Washington DC, 1985,
59-73.
---" "W/lS Galilee's father an experimental scientist?", Music and Science
in the Age ofGali/eo, cd. V. Coelho, Dordrccrh, 1992, 143-151.
---, "Vinccnzo Galilei", The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musi-
cians. London, Macmillan, 2001, vol 9, pp.436-439.
PfRROTA, Nino, "Temperament and tendencies in the Florentine Camerata". The
Musical Quarterly, xl,I954, 169-89.
PROCISSI, A" La col/ezione ga/ileiana della Biblioteca Nazionale di Firenze, i,
Roma, 1959.
POSSIEDI, P., "11 manoscriuo Gatilciano '6' della Nazionalc di Fircnze", /1 Fron-
imo, viii, no,30 ,1980. 5-13; viii, no.31, 1980,5-19.
REEMP, F" "Dcr Musiktheoretiker Vineenzo Galilei und das Ende des 'klassiscb-
en' Kontrapunekts", Jahrbuch der Mllsik.bib!iothek Peters, 1979, 19-34.
----" Die Kotllrapunkuraktate Vincenzo Galileis, Cologne, 1980.
SANVITO. P., "Le spcrimentazioni nelle scienze quadriviali in alcuni epistolari
zarliniani inediti", Stlldi mlisicaU, xix, 1990,305-18,
WALKER, D. P., "Musical Humanism". The Music(ll Re\Jie"~ ii-iii, 1941-1942.
----, Studies ;n Musical Science in Ihe La/e Renaissance. The Warburg
Institute: London; Brill: Leiden, 1978, 14-26.
----, "Some aspects of the musical theory of Vinecnzo GaJilei and Galilea
Galilei", Proceedings of the Royal Musical Association, c.1973-4, 33-47.

Discover the Music of a Master ...
Locked away for centuries in the cathedral library in Trent, Italy,

an enormous collection of 15th century vocal music remained

undiscovered until the late 1800's. The Trent collection contains

much of the surviving works of the little known, but amazing

polyphonic composer, Johannes Touront, whose music is among

the most inspiring of the age, Touront was a master in the use of

sequence and imitation and was among the first use parody as a

means to unify the Mass.This edition contains lute intabulations of

his entire known output, including several motets and 8 complete

Mass cycles from the Trent collection and other sources,

$35,00 U.S. / Shipping: $9,00 in the U,S. / $29,00 internationaIly

To order, visit: wwwJyremusic,com
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Vincenzo Galilei
Libro d'intavolatura di liuto (1584)
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Vincenzo Galilei
Libro d'intavolatura di liuto (1584)
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Vincenzo Galilei
Libro d'intavolatura di liuto (1584)Erato
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