
CHAPTER< 

Harmonia Temporis: Calvisiu and Musical Chronology 

11 day we remember Sctl1 nlvi ius fl lmosr c~c lu ively for his work a rniiSICian : as an 
indusrrious Ind ~:apablc Cantor or the Thomaskircllc. as A pion~:cring composer or sacred 
voca l music. and as an origina l mu i th~::ori t instrumental in tran mitting the teaching~ ol' 
Zarlino to his 1crtn n rcnch::r~ . But most t:Ontcmporarit:s ofCal isiu would have likely found 
this picrurc quire incomplete. For nbovc nil, alvis ius wos during his li fet ime rcnownet.l as 
a grem chronologist. During his tcnun: in Leipzig. Cal isius spent far more energy in his 
chr nologi al works than on hi. musical publicati ns, and hi c ·tcndc I c rTespondcncc wi th 
intellectual fi gu r~.:s acros~ Europl.! was almo~t t:xclusi cl. ab ut ·hronol gy and u tronomy. 

ThlJseofuswdaywh know alvi iu. primari ly by hi, rnu ical compositionsan lthl.!orctical 
writings rnight be surpriscd by th is al!cntion given H his work a. a chronologist. Yet for any 
l iti.!ratc obscrvcr of his own day. then: would hav<: l een no surprise whatsoever. Historical 
chronology- the scholarl y science or eluting and ordering Biblica l and civi l histot') --wns 
011e of the rnost venerable nnd widcly-practiccd disciplines of study in the 16th and 17th 
centuri i.!s, anTa ·ring legions of pmcti tioncrs. most notably the brilliant llugucnut po lyrnmh . 
.J oscph ·ca llg ' r. but nlso astronom rs su ·h as .J hanncs Keplcr and Laac Newton. Even n 
number of music thtorists prior to nlvisiu~ had tried their hand in historica l chr nology. 
including. Hennannus on tractus. 1\.egin von Pn m. and I feinri h larcnn. 

In this anic lc. l wnnt to t xam ine Calvisius· work a. a llronologi 1 and auempt to 
und.:rstand why the problems of Jnting Biblical and ci i l history might ha e been of intere 1 

to a music theorist. (Although it mi •ht almost be m, appropriate to ask why a chronologist 
such us Ca! isius wou ld have had nn interest in music theory! . o do so. we must begin with 
a clear understnnding of what chronolog_ \ us. 

hronology po. sesses a distinguished lint.:age traccabll.! at I~.: 1St to Roman antiquity. whcr · 
writers such a Ovid. Censori ous aod Eusibius nltcmpted to construct comprehensive 
hi 10rical cnll.:nd r of significant ci il c ent. und p~.!rsonages. ' For these Roman writers. it 
wa fe lt necessary to establ ish a temporal ca lendar or Roman history ascc.:n aining its myth ic 
origin a " ell as r~lidating it. ivi l lineage or Em per rs. When Inter hri t ian writer su h 
as Jcr me ru1d r · ;1tlor took up the nluntt•l or chrono logy. the take Wl.!re or coursl.! much 
higher; they soughttc c. tab li$h a time line lor Biblical and Church hi. tory to v hich pagan anJ 
civil hi ror) could be integrated and ult imately subordinated. Yet Bibl ical time-lines rro ed 
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rnndden ingl! dillicuh to reconcile with the histori~s of Greek and Roman writers: man;. of the 
most famous event depicted in the Pentateuch- abnw ull. Noah's flo d- rcc..:ivl!u pn:ciuu~ 
linle confirmation in pagan history. while the time line affor<.led b~ Biblical cal·u lati lll'> o( 

Cl'l:ation kit liulc room fo r thl· rise and J'n ll of the ~re at civiliz.at ion r !:lab: kHl, Egypt nnd 
Per iu described b) llerodit.us. 

Still. by the timt• ofth~· European Renaissance. the writing ol'antiquit) were g;~thc red and 
tran!>lated b; th e llumani ts intt increasingly more reliable cditi~1ns. . Biblical hcrmt:IICIItics 
becamr: more phi ti atcd. a c mprehensive titndino.: of nivcr alllistu r_y \la . 1\)w ly being 
pieced togo.:thcr rhm anempted to harmonize biblical ami pagan hi ttJr ie . . Most im1 ort:mtl;:., 
$evcrnl new tonls became avuilt~ble to chmnologist . ubove, 11 from the hands of'. ·tr nurn) . 
Greni strides had been made in understanding and calcu lati ng recurring et: le tial phenomena. 
including the cycles of' comets. lu11 ar a11d . olnr ec lipses. and planetary e njuncti n -.:. ince 
many historical c ents were often linked with some specific astral o cum.:net.:. it \\as 1 lien 
po -siblc to <:onjccturc n fixed date u lng the compttl<ls- the various tnb lcs ofastronomic<ll data 
thut were calculated backward · for thousands ol'ycar ·. om ining as it dic.J thl' latest advn11cc. 
in a tr nomical sc ience and mathematical calculation wi th the di~cip lin c:s r ph ilology und 
liknry humanism. histOrical chrono logy in the late 16th ccntur) stood ;;t t tht: r refront or 
progress ive knnwledgt' . and it i not ·urpri ing thm it <lttracted L!Ch an avid fulk'l\ in g. For 
iht.: American historian An rh ony rrat'lon. hi st lrica l chronology in the Rl·nuis ntH.:t: con . rit1Hcs 
Cl "lost COntinent of' erudition' ' ill Western intel lectual h is t ry. OtiC whos~ SCl f c 11 c Hrt.' <'Ill)' 
recently beginning to npprccintc.' 

I! 

lt is not en tirely clear how alvisius him ·elfbt: :unt: so lcamcd in till' t.li scip lint.! 1)fchmnolog_ . 
His carlic t traini ng, as we know, was in mu~i . Yet ac ording to his ccr log~. Ca lvi iu 
earl n show ·c.J a strong imcllectu;d prop~:n:.iry. While working in Pfo11t:n at hi ~ fir ·t 
cantorial posiiion. h~· evident I ma tered Hebrew and Greek. und gained . omc knowk·dge 
or astron )Jllical sciences. Cri tica l to his growth wa. hi encounter with Jo · ~·ph Sc:~ fi gcr·s 

/\nthon~ Umfion. ''Snmc u~c.:~ ofb: l ipst.: ~ in f:Hrl~ t lnJcrn _hrml< lngy." Jrmmal nfllr.: fft.,·fon · 
of IJc'rL~ ().l /:2(:!003). pp. 213- -9. 

'ration. Josi!ph.) aliJ:!I' I' (1nl. 21. p. . 
!nt',mmninn on .' llvr ~ iu ~·s lift: IS 1akcn i'rom the Nc.:krolog that " ~ intwdnc.:cd a., li prl!lucc 

lQ ,'UillC later editions or hi~ ChrmwiOj.?/Ca: "Prognumna Rc~lori ~ Ac.udcmia.: L i p~knsi ~ in FundU!o 

U. /1111ori:" l~· pagc.:s. n n-paginait:d. diJ tcd : ' · 27 . 1615: ::c<: .:iuu inno; l'll!l,n\. not e I . ) : ·~'' 1\ CIIns 
Cuh isi us' ll'' n biogruphi~:al s lalctncnl I\ ilich ,,u.,, indtH.h;d in the 1 pt.:ndl'l. Op ... ris < 'hroi!O/o;uo 
S,·i/u (',Jh·t.\it of 1h~ 168:. llih-t:ditiun ltl' hi~ Opus Cill'()noi•J):kll lll . " t\ p llogia ~ ui m•al!uti ad,c:rsu ~ 
~.·j u s ublrc.:tatorcs ,\d ;\ t:n~.ktnl:IC Lip~ i~nsi ~ prm:crcs" {P!l 1- 11. Mo~l ul thi ~ tnfnrn lH tiOII b rcpw·t~;d 

und ea · 11~ : et.:~.~il k in th.: artt •k by Kurl llt: n nd,H· t ~ "~cthus Catl rs l\1 ' ab ,'VJ u, !l, lht.:ilrl·ll k~:l ... 
lr,·m·fi i/w'ISI'IIr ~/1 ) tir l/11.1'1k • · i.•s.:n~•lraJI I 0 ( 1 ~ll.l J. pp .lJI - 70. 
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monumcnt::d 101l1l~ of historical chronology, o,~ em.:ndwione n·mporum of 15 ~ ~. cali gcr 's 
book is righ!ly con. ir.krcd (() the foundat.ion or rnod ' 111 hr nology, combining a it do~:s hi. 
tlnpurallclc I ophistication in anc ient and biblical history, literary humanism, philol gical 
cxpenise. a tr nom) . and an extraordinary command of an ient languages nnd cakndar 
ystcms. ll . cem that it wa. Sca l i ~o.:r'. b00k more than nn) thing elst: that in pired Cnlvisiu: 

to l.!mbark upon his studies of chronol g_. all th e while, of courst:. maintHining his n:gular 
duties reaching at th<.: Thnmas ·choul. to which he had moved in I '94 ." 

1 will return in a m< ment l c n. idcr wh t it wa.s that might huve ottra ted our young mu ic 
cHntor to the intimidating iencc of hi. torical cilr nology. But r r now, we rnay simply note 
that by the turn of the 17th ct:ntu ry. Ca l isi u ·s work hud progre. ed enough that he was abk· 
to hove publi. hed his own monumcm of hi ·toriea l chronology. the hronologla , which went 

lhrough ·cvt:n edit ions- lht: last n.: appearing in 1685, some 70 years aft et· hi · deuth-:md 

establishcd alvi iu as a major name in the burgeoning field of chrono logical studies 7 ( ee 
Example 1) . None ofhi5 musical wri tings. we hould not • could bc:: aid to ha e 'njoycd such 
renown. it cannot be emph~t ized enough thal alvL ius·s fame on the c ntinent throughou t the 

17lh cntury n:stcd upon hi work as fl chronologist. not as a mu ician , The handsome memorial 
portrait or alvisius engrave I b. onrad .rahl in J(il6 (and nppcnded as u fr nt i piece 1.0 

lat.cr editions ol' thc Opu.\ t'hrrmolo,~i 11111) I clear testimon to the e. teem to which alvi ius· 

v ork a. ~.:hro no tog i ~ t ' ns ht.:ld by his peers (Sec Example 2). Note that in the in · ripti n 
\ ithin the o al encircling his portrait (in which olvisius i ckarly 'ccn h lding o copy f the 
··ltrono/oi-!1"). "ast ronomu "und " chmnologus"' rre ecd .. musicu "and '' po~la" H profess ional 
title . The nccornpunying bathctic pangyric ab ·trc ses hi. work a chronologist." 

!Jc i' lll<' lldmtnrle remJ>rwwn lmt'p/11 Scahge1·i /vli: Ca1!sar1s f Opn 1101'1'111 • ucr 1 lihris 
rfi.l'/111 ll/111 ill q1W j i i'W! I> 'I' tfl<' l'l ll/1 ll ti/111111 , f/1('/1.1' /t/111. 111/101'11111 t~ epOCizlll'll/11 cognil/011 ' f/1 t'.WIC' I0/11 

... priscorwn remporum llh!!hodus. ac ll!JiiOI'IIIIl 11111101'11 111 forma . proponiwr, omnibus po/itlori.1 
lirerarurae, i11primis hi~tortarllm <'-.· phi/u~npltioc stJdios1s wile c · neces.wri11111 Frnnkt'u rt. I 59"). 

Fr llll the PJ·ogrommu l?r:rtUr/J or ~il l vi ·iu$ (sec n lC .j abovt:): "Prnctcr Unt:m v~:ro ·Ill ·it.:illll, 

initin qu que l lcbrnen.; UngtmC. in ~:udcm ' choil'a rio.: J~runclu~ d Clllt, npcmmquc in 1:(1 genae M V!! I' it 
disceru ium studi is utilissimam. \:d cum m iximc lli storian.•m le tionc ddc wrcwr, simul •mimum nd 
' hronologiac ·tndium nppluli t. & q11icquid t ct n po ri~ nb ord ina.rie luboribus r.:liquum ci fult. id ~vlum eo 
·omulit. ut i ll ius >cicnt iilc tnme~ H:rt •~ ..:x JOSI .I'IJI .' /1 I IG[RI. vi ri incomparnhili~ . .:nJditissimi~ libris, 
•k emend uonc tc•np Hwn hnurirct. Coc pit crgo!Lml rudimctlltt p m:r.; hmnologici ll peru:. t:grcgii. quod 
po ·ten con~u1mmllurn hie Lipsiilc. n n stric ma!:!na dllctonun ltltllium iiiJJ1fOI hationc in Ju cm prodiit. " 

"' ("l,•ono/u~in. c.'~t ouuwilatt~ p(llfS ttnitm .':J'act' lt' ,'-t'criJ. IW'fJ t', t:l lu.'lioriCOrum .fiJr? dignrssinzd,'l/111 . 

od mmum l unllnari/1111 <'t'lesrium, wmpnra & mmus dfsting tiCII/111111 , secflndlmt churm:/f•res chmnolagico.1 
come. m ' & deducw. Cui P ' 'll' IIIISSn l 'sl lsnJ:o;;e clwo!loltgicu .. stmt.o & opera Set hi t 'al\'t~m (Le ipzig.. 
t605). lt sh uld b· noted tltat ubs~:qucnl ed itions of th ..: hmnologfa al te red tl1c titk to Opu' 
chro11olog l '11111. with ~on·t~: important ltddit ions that I will di~ ~~~~ hri.: tl) hdow in note 13. 

rht: ptutg~r i c (b) u \V.P. Kili ;itt) r •ad. ns l'olhws: 

ltnnu h!tl Cl Efllg1cm hir.: Calvi ·i : dc\tcru ibrum. 
In LJliO 'alvisium l~:rra flolig. a.lcnl 
P tria vidil cum: \:d Cllll1 tum Plltdn l'i[lil. 
Qunm l'cn:grinorurn I nmina i.:lnrn vidcnt. 
Tcrru Virum dcnct! Odl·nl! llum: ' idc:ru! Dclknt 
1ell1fl•>ra! J)cfkni l!unc Mu~icn . ";btrl:l Virum ! 
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C·hr,ono og~a: 
ex. -autoil/41(...1 potifomum,.., s en_&: S C RI.»T; K __,'-= 

R R~ ET . IS T 0 I C 0 RUM . F 1 Ir 
DIGNlSSIMOR"UM, AD MOTUM tUM!-

auciwn ca.le.fii~tnl, temp<~ m& an nos ditl:ioguentium, fc.ct~ndllm 
chUJ~ctcn:l ch:onolopot c.on~r:.a&:dtd~ 

clli prtU~~i,/fo dl 
l S A G E C H R o N o !. o G .1 C. Ao 
Tn qu:tdiver!Z div~o~m. i!" d1vedis epoch is·, ano~ru~ qu:m­

tltat~, &. fotm~e diluQde~~tltur, c:1Jn_r.~d:crcsann9r~try..tn~­
Jtbt!Q o!tcnduofur1 C.'ttoll~OI!OtUJtll!~retdc;~gunwr &.qlltd 14 

un CJU21J. ue-rpoc.ba Telillli) f:tl(itrnv?!i~ Cl( run~clU'l• 
vcritchrot~clogku :lfe:tl:t deitio:Ulr.tuu. 

Stildio a- .opcr• . 
s ;r ;r ;; 1 er i ;.. r .r .s r J· . 

• '"l t.fho~ . 
I. 

c v. 

!. 1 P S I J!i1 
f' t4 ,M ~ ~ 1 V J l. E c; J C'. 

~mti.bw ,[ .\ C o 1 1 . J\ ·p ll t. I I Bibliopel%: 

/ 

E~amplc 1: Title page to Chronolt>gia. 1605 Univcrsit. fChicngo. pedal Collections) 



Exam plc 2: Engravc~d por·trait of alvisius from the 1629 edition of the 
Opus dmmologicllfn Univer ity of Chicago, pecial Collection ) 
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And this fame \~ w ·I I de ·erved. for the Chmnolug111 is indeed an cx tr<wrdinar;. w rk . 
locking in at some 1200 fo lio page:·. it o i'fercd the most comprehcnSi \ c un i cr~a l ll i.\I O!'] thl·n 

publ ished. integrating both bib l ical and civillti·;t )rks. c en ir it did heavily draw upon earl ier 
writers. Beginnin e. with the moment of crcati1)!l (v hich alv isius. following culiger, had 
plilccd precisely on October 26. 3949 B.C. ). Calvi ius anempts to record ami corn.: late every 
major mi lcston.:: or human and sacred hi tory he can ~lnd : the dates or vi rtua lly nl l signi ficant 
personages or events mentioned in the Bible. thr: asccn ·ions of Kings and Emperors. binhs <md 
death of chun.:h rather •. Important bunk ·, di:;coverics. publ ication . marri tge . Papal Bulls. 
rm~jor Fea t da. ~ f the church. r • al edicts, and con er ions. to fTcr only a sampling: we 
leom that nin was bom just 325 years after creation. thm i , anno mundi (a.rn 325. and Ji.:d 
some 91 0 years later in 123~ : Noah' nood. we read. took plnce in a.m. 16 - (on ov. _s t) 
be precise):" the construction of olorn on'. temple wa in _933. while the fir t Pelopon~ · iun 

war took place in 3519. A ftcr the birth or Christ which alvi. iu. initially dated nt 39-1 7 year. 
after creation (he would later change hi · rnind about this). the hruno/ogio increasing!: b 
fi lied with d11tc · f civil and paga.n hislOry along with date relating to the Patri ric fathers. B) 
the Carolingian period. Cal i. ill, is able lO of'fer scores or events to record r r ~.: very ingle 
year. lc:ading right up to the year of'the b(lok· · publication.w lftl1e dating of alv i iu · ·e..:rns 
often speculative. particularly in regard to Bibl ical history and antiqu iry. the work i~ sti ll 
impress ive for it audaciou nc: ·s in try ing to capwrc wi tJ1 in one volume the whok of hi !>tury. 
sacred and secular. A s the 111 t ace~: 'Siblc and comprehcn ivc historica l almanac of' its time. 
the Chrunologia wa' truly one of th~ great coiTec-table book of the 17th century. 

The source that Cnlvis ius drew upon for his leamed rnpendium arc truly breathtaking 
in scope. He cetned to h:m: courcd just ub u1 ·very published hist r. available to nny 
le rncd Human i t in the law 16th ceotur.: reek. Rom:m. He rt-1 and Christian. Simply 
reading through and c:-.tract ing date from the hundreds of ources that he:: cir ~ w oul llravt> 
been a li l'e long project ror an) indu trious . cholar.11 Bu1 there was mon:. 

9 H~:n:. a · J~c \' here. ·alvi. iw modifi t.:d surnc or 1 hc~e dme~ in later cditi n. bu~~:d on n.:" 
cvidcm:~.: ur recnl ulutions. I le nee !'or the d lugc. h i~ ~cc,llld ~ditiClf1 ( 16:!0, !illll.'i tution bcl011 in I lOll' 
13 J li~t~ the date as Dcccmbcr 12. 16 • ta.m. ). 

10 'I he { 'hronolo;:ia rea hcs 1hc year I 02 (tl.in. 555 1 . pn; ·umRhly the 1.hltc in ''Ill h Cui\ i ~ ~~~~ 
t u rn~(] ol'cr the tmmust.:ripr to lii~ 1 rintcr. 

11 t\s one rnon:: c, urn plc llr -·nh isius's hnmd inrclk.:tual talcnrs- and or hi, . 'h\llurl) 
produ 1i1 i t~ - 1 might rncnt i n here brlc tly the puhli ·miun f u lcngt.h~ Luti n I hc~aurll. !'mm I >I ll 
/'Jresaurw; /,ou ni .rermonis. ex'' / rimi.1 qullm~·qrut /.atuur liS czruoribus COIIf,t('Sf;ts , et 111 / I}Cfl.\' <' !11111/lllll<'·' 

,\'t'('IUid/1111 tla/1/l'ill Ill J't' I'U/11 .11'1'/ t'lll. dtgi!SIISS. Lcip7.ig. I tJ lli ( 0.'> \\.;I! as ! tcr cuition ) lnlh i~ impn:s~hc. 

9JO·pllgc 1 ulwnc. CJfl. isiu~ ofll.:r.:J trun.sluuon: lllld s: nnnyms in Lutin(probnbly drawn (r~'m the tnan} 
Lutin ~\ltrn;c.' th 11 he ·onsuhcd for hrs chrunol1 gicalworl-..) t\1r th~IU>ands ol Gcn11an word~ . e\prl·~~ion .. 
und ~.:ummonplut: ..: ·. each ordt.:rct.l b~ dis iplinc (Th l"''f! · m·t;lph::ics. cicuc ·. th~ 3n~. e r ~.: . l. l t' it i, 
h:rrul~ h1:' 1110 t onguwl work. the l (>ilun.- ~ti ll tc~t i fi ·~ to hi' linguisttt: pro11c~s nnd intcllcclll:.d <"l<.:rg: 
thnt he n:ruin.:d ru th.: end ,,f' hb lif' ·. 
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; 1 19] Pr~ci(.O· 1 ~· l.~.ti~torwm r-t x ":'1"-'' •lfttU l J._ . . · IS r cp 
, 1 +0 \!!!;tt.AJ?no.'" 'di_rn..o. fcp.tHTI O T~t·oho.1n 1 1 (i, (c tpsr li~b~ n.H <.l S 

~tn~r.u , vJr fort1:t. & 1ilduft.r1u.a :~~~ncnl nJr;i rt:dsttr~ regJ <~ S: ;u : 
lfCC, p~rlimonia ~rarj1:m i:uc.rnr, lit he•. nHll tit , aodili <. i i~ o r n :\l , 
1Scp)flir.1r'em dil~ciplln ::rn <">rdinn. . . . . . 

11 A LiiUJAmonu • ..,r.gt vo.s oL ..Ant;•t/,u ~t/111 lltJ't/1"'"• ftllilH.Jf(~C l11- 8 o o 

I J,UII-1 ,ffi,iutH f.:ul(; b . 
. I < 0 ..,A.tbntiwfJum er Prlo;offnt/itnum i t (l1irnu. Hll'l0i8m. ·JUO r,l ; · >.i ~ 
1 ' ~t l r41U' fArfe ttnft4 t_l.-dJbiH AlfCllJ j wr.t,ll! j'(Ui llffnKrt11tdi • , .r , ,i!l 

.n,,,. JtpMtrtnr. R c mcna . 
1 1 ~ 1 P(•menu Mttlor•m & /l('f. rlc~rNm r-e.,·. Diodoru :~ Si · ~d u :. 7 9 7 
; 1 ) ~ . Hofc:.a•I:.r~~lJi tc mpoecl~q.:u.nl.po.llc.t i~ r~- / 9 6 

lP• lfntel ~ ~li'lj)Orfbr:rs lllir, Incb:rm.. Actw&:E:z.ec;'biluL I gtlm.hlda arw.in.fcp~""ftiftN-doHHir, ~ACipi t , .Ho icK 1. vc: d : 1. I 
l oel P rophcrot vidcr:ur· Proph~t;trn Aut.ol pr:.t ~: f:>it lc .:.·.ra.­

\c· Sicdratcm enim prim.o c4.pitr: prz..Udt .~uam A m_o:s c;L.p "' . 
fru(lu. C\' Cntife nee ho.n.1UlC:.S ad p01Fnl~ntJ.a.nt .1llcg1GC qll~-
qrur. 

Am01 bien•)io ante te~.«" mowrn. fivc .et.i:tm :mtc t Um t tk 
cu rn .. ~ tMOttu beJJicoi. qui mortem leruQ~Iui (i::.::.uu ,G.uli 
~ru~ . 1 : ''l lct"O~~mu:~ c~rm. : c.rcres tlra ~; Ji t.:u-urn rcgi_onr:s .~ tc..:nni- 7 9 4-
noJr~ru,tnct· , & v 1.m Syrorum rcn1dl(rcr, m o rHnr. Sc c u t u m 
o-ft inee:rt1Jnum viginti tnum irc itcr :&ll110rli1T, , 

.Jt.,.,•liH4 r ~· LlltiHHim'l rc;r 'N_M,it llrt f' .Jtrc .frniort Jct r11_fa, 
rtp11r111~111f"' f!f--wttll.itt lfl.r•r """~ •p.' p i(,myL 

HcfioJ,fturiu"'f*ullf l llm-II Olytnpi11titJ colJoc;~tur .( Solitto, 
•lii Afircr. 

: r 11 0 L Y~t t'lll. 'P R T M J, .- r -r . .. . di<- :a 1. l llj ii, ff:t·i;tr r1i •8..·, 7 7 1 · 
Cll rttl t nt\Jm c~:rr:an1m fuit , o u o \'i<:it C ora::bta l:lcn6 . 

I I 76 ' ,Ats [i_,Jp(lr•l ,.,.,r,oru i,..,t111• . fllhl im Jj l>. ; 6 . t·.q . r. '7 7 '1 

l'i 7 7 . .l <= hjlrl~a..:a~ncpo' ldlll rc-g:~ IIi· ~clin ' rc!{H i l'o fio (. 1 o - i 7 r 
C~ ttlr lllll1otrH:efm1 o o~vo UCiAr. \ ' c nrrn rq~111 potlc(:~ t or. · & 
\' I(~ rpoliattlr {e,."C,I 00 _1)1 en fc r C_ijll l , a fc di t i<.>(C) q oo d ll. nl 1/ ! )IT\ , .... I '-{l:: rc:gnun. p~rricid io r~ rtum p o ll n cnf<:r.t1 ca:d c .1 111irt1r . 

' 11 8 M1ruhtm. :.t. ud.ira i·cgi .c .::rdc: & . _.tl! ll U1 111i (cl'_.o·.: · :~.. ; ~, : ,; , · j7 · o 
K k I <:Ct ••< cs. 

Exam pie 3: l':lg{' from the Clrrol/olngia. 1605 niver itllt bibliothek Lcip.lig 

ll1e Chrvnolugia v.:as not ju t a compilation of earlier wri t ~:rs: it offered real ..:mpirical 
c nlriblll ions to 1 h~ ciencc or historical dating. In his lifetime. alvisius had mastered the 
science c f 1stronomy w 11 enough that he ' a able to calculutc the precise dates of some I ·o 
historica l solar cli p e su that given hi tori al events that wer often linkl:d to ob· rvation5 
of ecli pses could likewi:;e be dated with m re pr ·ci ion.'! o for example. at vi ius dated the 

1' :lpolog1 z, p. 1. ";-.ion pur,·o hac r.: ' mihi ~onsti t it lot ore. ut qui ut m ('t!!liUrtl & quin juaginlu ccli p~l· . . 
I.IIIOII!tH't. 'cilkc1 hi.;wricl lllt:ln incnH1t. quibus n:s g~stas. quusi Ct!rti~. l rno eh ruclt:rc & n01a insigii i' runt. 
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f::tlllOU!; eclipse pn:dictc:d by Thnlc!i of Miletu - wh · ~ ccum:nc~.: ·o terrified und astounck:d 
the kdcs and Lydians. a~.:cording 10 Herodotu . tilal the) cca ed their ho tilitics- at rnnu 

mundi. 3"'42. alvi · ius a l ~o calculatl!d s lar and lunar ·yclc for each year. c n·c lating these 

t.o the many differing ca lendar systems that wen.: ana lyzed by ' culiger.11 

pon the publication of Cnlvisiu ' ClmJnologia. our author wa soon recci eel into 1 

cholarly w rid of letters that must have been cxhilarnting !'or our musi l< antl r. Almost 

immed iately. Joseph caliger wrote to nlvisiu ' , prai sing the youngt:r nHJil 's publicntion . and 
ini tiat in!;!, a com:sponden e th . t would last until the d •ath of Scal igcr some four y~:ur lnto::r. 

(C Jlvi sius, incidenta lly. was one of th~· few ch ronolod,i t · whom Scaliga truly admin.:d 
and who e council . ca liger !ten ought- no smaJI c mplcment ror Cal i iu con ·idcri11g the 
former's o cr'ized ego ond notoriously prickly personality.) Lcner poured in from nr und 
Europe asking alvi ius's advice on matters rdated to the dating r Bib l ical. En tern and 

Persian hi to!)'. while offer· of o professorship in mathematic and a ·tronomy cume in f'ro111 
b th Frank furi and Willcnburg,. •• ever ouain would a Knntor of ' t. Thom<J!> r:nj{ y uch 
widespread prestigE· a a world scholarly figure. 

u<l en lcu!um rcvocurc, uis ttrn1nribu~ . nnni~. men:;ihw •. Ji..:hu;,, & hori~ re~titucrl' cnm:tus _·urn," 

,. ll o11 much ne\\ dati ng u: ing ust ro rwmicu.llinding~ is . tctunll~ prc~cnt 111 tlte l b05 c:dittouufthl.' 
( 'hrrmologl(ll hmt: n •t hc\:n ahk to dc11:m1in.- . Bu t it i ~ ccrtuin t'n11n ' aJ ,isiUs· · 'IIIT..:. poncknc ·!hut 
he ~:on t inu .:d 1 > J'Hir~Ul' hi;. chr lllolut!ical anJ ~~.~ t rom•lln.:ul ;. tut.ltcs nttcr lh05 11ith 1 ck.1r e~c ll\1\ Un.h 

u second. cxpumlci.l ed ition ~er notes I 16 bdu\1' 1. 1\lu.s. h..: nt:1crli1.;d to . .:e thb through •\ -.~\:tllli.l 

edition (I!' the Chrmu>logw 11ould appcu.r on ly in 16:0. bO ITio.: five ~car; after hi dc~th . Still. h.: h.td 
vbvwu~ly m:trh: considerable prog.re;;.- m lite laslt cn y..:ur:. ~> f hi :; IilO: v.-it h his "~trunomicaJ !llo.:u lat i on~­

p<trtku l url~ in the dnting nf ~olnr eclip:<C~. fhc c:diH.lr~ \If' lht: )620 edition \\e re ttbk lO tlfl ll()llt1CC lh~ 

111du ·•on of much ne\\ mat~;rinl I now .:.\pnndcd from a L.JUano 1!1 a' 4 foli.> edition. und "ith nnnr h.:r :wo 
page-. nn top ol'thut). u. b clear !'rum the new 1 it le : Opl•~ l'lmmo/ogicum. ,•;r ataorHmt• pmtssu/lwJ: \fJ ra, 
scriflf lli'UI' t!l htJ'IOrkurum /id<· t.ligni.I .IWUJI'IItll . ad mn111m lumurarwm cot'l!!.l'liwn. IN!Ifiu!'ct .~. 1/llttJ.\ 

.ltsun~ttt'nftllfll . n•ctmdtun ·ltara '11/rv.~ chronoh,J.!fcus 011/r!.Ytttm. ft1!Ctlllf> ./t' l'l' t!cllfm/Jus atllhlltJt t. 

cun/irmuttl//1 , < • dr!dt.t 111111 usqtti' ad nv ·1m tempora. ( ·w prarmi.I'S'' r! ·1 lso;:oge chr 'nolo}!,i<,l. in qua 

C/1111 ft•mpus astrt) tl tJnll t.: liiJI t/(• fiiiiHl!Ptlndis nwiihus lummarlu 11 coeleJiirlllt, ( · ,·rwttlld<' ltt /;'c/lfJ.~t/>us. 

turn dti'Ct .\' lt' di! 'L'rSOI'I/ !II 111 omrubus lipi.x.'hni.l t11fllrmlln qrmntilalt' Cl jimm.Jt' thlr~<'tde t:.Tf•lt.:rlnlltr .. 
charuc/eres 111/<IIIibi/es osln1dttnltlr el qrud 111 11/UU(tWc{ll<' 'J•oc·l~r~ 1\'l'llf/1 _la/.wnl\'1! I// .. clc m o nltl'lllltw· 

hi altc:m & wtcf/or c ~· cc rrv•·ncw tFrunk!'un, 1620). 

Cawt nl y the 111oSt notcwonll) ..:lcm~.:nl of lhi> rc1 is ·d cdit i(ln (and till ~ r~rnuin s true fur thl' 
subs.:q ru:nf edition~ in 11)29, 1650. md 161:\ · . rcspcc.:l i\clyl ''as the mass]l'.:l~ c-..punLlcd l.w~u;..-<' 

11hich i n tmduc.:~:d over fort~ rm ·c~ of new <.ktnih:d a>tronomical whll:s Wld .::-planatinn cnn.: ming 
th.: variou~ c~c l c~ 1 f'th ~: ~un unJ moon l f-lct.)nic. Callipic nnt.l lltpparchic l.')clc~). calcu li >f tlw ~u lar 

..:qui rH x ami ~o l ;!lcc. labks I uphcli•ms, apogees. pcngc.:s und p.:rihcli n), rhusctury :-) '~ gll'"· lunJr 
and so lur ..:dips.- . ond on cxpan<.h:d ompa 111\ t: di ·cu ·~inn ~ of historical L:u lc:ndur ~) 'lcrn~ In ildd i tion . 
.:ac:h ~car of the Urcgoriun cuh:nd:~r in the hronuluf!) 1\a.~ rcl.'al :ulatcd to sho11 these varinll~ t: ..:k~t i ul 

cyt:lcs. Butustde i'nun t.h~.: t.ob1 ious l~· ) lmcr addition-. ••fthc chromlug,y th .11 r:. 1 n I the timclinc h..:ynmJ 

Cn ll· • ~· ~~ ~·s Jcmh. hcn1 n1uo.:h ut'th<: exran:.ion or the~ m:l• l·ditions :.md Lht: added ttstrOIHlln~t.:ul muh.:rial 
is anribut~rbk to Cah i. iu~ o hi~ ~di l •H I am unubh: to :· 1~ . th lh)t.:d in not · 11. Cah i ~ iu~ bud c: luin~t:d 

111 h:m: cak:ui:HcJ 150 cc lithcS h: tile rndofhis life. So''' llll! SI us~ umc thut th~: 150 rdd•tinrwlc:dir".:,-. 

unnutmc:~J h) tht.· .:dttMs 11 ere hi . '' n. 
CHII i~1u~ ':; corn.::p<'11lknt:t: rcmam · l u r!? cl~ Ulll ublbht:d l1lda) . ulthough 11 1'..:11 -.dc,·lc,l k:tJcr ' 

to and rrom scholar;. such u~ ~cnhg .:r. Conrnd Rit t..:r:lwi>. lli · ·11nymu~ rr ·utkr. :uhl 1-.:cpkr 11crc 



Exnmple ~: Title page to the 1621) edition of the Opus Clmmologicum 
(University ofChica!,?O. Special Col lecrion ) 
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till , a with any academic fie ld crowded \Vith practitioners, Calvis ius's work ran into i t · 

inevi table critics, including Johannes Kcplcr. ow Kcplt:r and Calvisius were initia l!) good 

friends. Kcpler hud wrinen to al isiu. first in 1607 <:~sk ing question 1n mu icaln1 m crs thnt 
h~ would later addn:ss in hi rn mumcntnl Hormonh,cs mundi of I 119.11 And the ·ut eyu~.:nt 

flurry of correspolldence tc ·t itie to a real re reel for one !UJOthcr. However. when the su bjcct 
turned tu chronology, it was dear that the two German. hud major diiTcrt'nccs. 1'' The fi r.; t 

i s~ue of conflict entered on one of the hoariest problcm· of Chrislinn chronology: the pr •ci ·c 
dating fChri ·t' birth . incc Jerome, Christian writer · had sought u. ing what scunt historical 
and Biblical c idencc then: wa ro pinpoint th is datc::. and the re ult had varied wide ly. Using 
new roo ls fa tronomical cu i ulat ion, schohtrs such as · aligcr and Kerk:r hoped to so lve this 
onundrum. pccitically. rhc famous wr over Beth lehem that purponcdl; guided the trav~.: l 

of the three Wise men to Jesus's manger might be expla ined us a mr~ planetary conjun tion 
which ould be retrospectively calculated. Of course thi · was not so ·tr Iiglnforwaru. since 
there were nurnerou planetary conjunctions that might have represented the star or Bcth le hem . 
Another a· tronornica l clue was rhc.:: lunar eclipse that Jo ·cpheu said occurred ar the d..:·Hh r 
l·krod. sing hi own calculution , Kcplcr ca111e to th•' con lu. ion that the datl' ofChri:.t' · 
birth rnu 1 l c 5 B. . - alvi ·iu . howcvt::r, came to a difll:ring Jate . which he announced in a 
treatise of 16 13. ·'De veru nativiwti hr isti"a a rebuual to Kepler. 1' alvisiu arri ved t thc 
date of Jan . 10. 1 B . . f',r the exact birth of the: ' avior. K;::pJcr wou ld re pnnd with hi s uwn 
rejoinder in a pamphlet published the fol lowing y~.:~-1 r and whose title uggem the lcwl of 
a rim on. ro which their polcrn i,· had reached.1' The gist of their argumt.:nt revolwd around 

me rather esoteric calculat ion · fa ·tronom ical data thnt l shull nor t l') 1 explain here.1'' B11t 

irr.:orpomtcd imo the l 6i:<5 edition or the ()pltJ Chrrutol()gicum; "Sclect~IC quacd!Hll ciaW \1 111 v,r,lr\ 1111 
aJ :utvisiu.111 l:.r, istolac. una cum re non~lonibu' ad casdcm. hronnlof!, imn .:onl.' Tncnh.:s. quurun1 
plcracqlll: hn tcnu non fu.:mnt cdi tllc.'' in th.: .~pp,•lldL'f Opcrf,, Cluotwlogld 1.;t>tl11 Cafl•1sii (pp. (,_ 16 ). 

'' Of t h~ nuw~rnrh lcllcrs '' c h<~'C from Ca ll- i in:> to Kcplcr (there an: th e cxllml; nnnc from 
Kcpkr I Cl 'uh·b iu$ sur. ivc ). mu si ul questions prcdo,nilwtc. sLJggc~ting that Kept I''' us s..:ckin~ :1J' i..;~: 
fro tn lh di~t i ngu i~h ·u Kamor. , cc Michad Dickn:l tcr. IJer .1/u.nAtlteorerlki!.r .!olwnm::s A.:pl.:r ( lkm. 
I 97:<). 37 . Calvbius's tct lcn. rll (ty h~ fi,unJ in Johmltll' K1·pfa Ge.l'atlllllf'iu: ll t!rk. vol. I , (:'dunieh. 
195-1 ). eel. M~t\ Caspur. 

'• Culvi:siu 's corn:sponJcnc.: with Kcplcr on hrLHlolugicul quc:>tiott~ (c.li l1i::rt'fll rn,rn the kt t .:r~ 

cil.:o in note I.J ) was publi hl'd in an '.\ccrpt.ed fom1 in .luwznr.1 1\.:pf! /l!rl .\1 111!.·111 ui ., 1:. ·/rl!iO•' 
( ' Jwomcal! , •• ,. r?f>istohs dm:tis.~inwrum a/iqttOI J imnwz. & Suis !11/J itll~~ ( I rani.. flirt. I fl 15 l; u mmh.:m 

editill!! b fl~ 1iluhlc 111 the Jnhunnc. Kcplcr Cinummcllc: Wrl. t•. 1ol. 5 "ChnHwltlf!i>chc: 'lchri ti.:n." 
r ~·tunidt. l C) 3l. cd. Fnmz llommcr, 221 - 370. Sornc ,,,-the c lcth!f:' nrc al~t) rcpnnted in the "" ck..:tuc 
qtllctlmn clan urn Virorurn ud Cnl,isiurn Epbtolm:" ! sec not.: 14 abo,c) Lnrorttlllllh.:l) . noHt· of the 
originul lellCr.i . UI'\'1\'C, und Kc:pkr JIH'tctl on !~ lho: c r trt ' tJfCalvi ·i u.·\ epistle;, I() \1 hid1 he \1 l~h.:d Ill 

n: ·pond and n:t'utc. 
'' \:thus Calvisiu>. I r? Vl!l''' m ll il'lllll Clzrz:w tmno cpiSiola ud J A'r11lt:rum !l.cip11g. l b l .\l; 

contained in th.: . lf'f~>: tiJt.t U;n•ris C'hronolo >t 1 Sei/11 Cain:,:! (~cl:' rwtc I. 1lwvc ). 
" .lowuu J..:t!pplt'ri ,\ lwlwmalln . ad t.ewolam .\et/11 (. 'aivtsll ( 'ltrom drJ •1 HcspvmJ•) lju 1 p cr.·t•rst 

,1{1/I.I'IIS J ~rhor 1111 Erungt'/i.I/Ot' ('/'l/1/t' l// lt /lll(lll: & Ill .wll10t1' 1/1 rr:IOI'(/11<'1111' l Frank run. I b l ·l ]. in · 
Jolwnnt·s Kcpkr u,., umvlrc 1J erk. HlL .S. pp, 203-- 17 

,., 1\ thorough ann ly~~~ 1. provi,;kJ. h (l\I C\ l~r. h~ [·runt l lumm ·r 1n h1~ Nuchbcricht tu th,· Kc:pli:r 
IO)tlrtll: l: ll~d i ll 11011.: 16 t;~pc~.: iall) p[l. 41 4- 16. \.)1).: U1111g thm is ci..:nr thrnughlUI lh i•, i.'lln l!\11<:1''! • 
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su lll c~ it to ·ay th is t:xchnng • !>oun:d f11nhc:r whatc:ver go1 dwill had remained b~;:t w~<.:n the 
tw er twhi l<: l'rit:nd . 

I should like to mention Me other publication of Calvisius related t hi work on 
historical dating. although I ha c no pnc • 10 discu · it in any detail. and that i · his propo.:;al 
for calc::ndar rcfonn puhl i heel in 16 12. the Ehm 1111.1 c: dendorri Gre~?,oriani.:o Ne~;:dkss t' 

' ay. any chrono log~· n:quircs a con~ i st e nt calendar agn.in, 1 which to plot anyth ing. Yet over 
hi 1 ry and acros. cullur.: . there 11 •. vc been n be\ ildering ariety ofconfu ing d<lling ~ysterns 
based on both soli:tr and lunar ·ycle . Ev n the famed regorian reform of 1 '82. whi h wa 
de ignl!d LO remedy the growing discrepan ies of the Julian calendar. entailed cornpro111i ·cs 
I\ hi eh generatc:d heated cotllrovl!rs, throughoUI Europe. esp~;:c ially in Proresram land .. 
De i ·ing a calendar that \.\ ould accommodate tl1e irregular cycles of olar ·md lunar rbi 
wirhin coherent and practical division proved ro b~;: a ouage induSt!)' am ng intd lcctuab 
of the 16th and 17th ccnwrie", on..: to which Ca!visiu_ j incd. Pe.rhap he imagined rh is as 
a problem n H unlike mu ical tcm1 erament in which musician attempt to ace rnmodate a 
many pure con onnnccs, possible within a rati nalized. 12-n tc divi ion ofLh~ o ·tavc!) 

Ill 

\ ith al l his writings on hronology. astronomy. untl alcndar refom;. and corre~pondencc 
with the likes of 'cu l igcr an Kcplcr. \IC might momentarily forget thut C lvis ius' main 
profes ionnl a~.:ti i til· conccrnNl musi and hi dutie a Cantor , L the Thomas c:hool in 
Leipzig. lt i · thus approprinto.> to a:;J.. now what the relntion hip might ha c been between 
Colvi ius the mus ic inn nd al vis ius the chronologi L Wa there some deeper uffinit:y betwe<.:n 
the e tii'O vo ·at ion that c mplt:mentcd one another, or was th is the case simpl_ or an eclectic 
polymath ab l · to carry on severa l intciJectuul discipline nr nee? 

Mv view is rhar there is indeed u rea l c nncction between these two ha I c or Calvisiu , 
nnd I will shortly discus· a work of his in whi h these two side ome together in a particu larly 
te ll ing\ a., But ftrst kt me ketch out a m r general context b) whi h mu ·ic and chronol g) 
C<Jn be seen as c mplcm ent»l)' cndca or . 

T begin with. chronul •gy, in its most ba ic sense. articu lat\!S n kind of tempora l harmony 
lllat an, musi ian thc least wrsed in speculative music theory \ ould recognize as a part of 
mn.l'ica mundww. Boethius had taught rawing from Pinto- that the numeri a! harmony 
1 ithwhichGodcremcd theunivcr_eex ists notonl in pa cbut o ert ime. f-kncc.th · ·yc l · ­
ofasrra l orbs as we ll us the season on arrh t'epresented a kind f h mnonia ft•mp or is, ( Kepl~;:r 
relercd to this as the " prop nione hrumonicae in motibus coelcstibu , ")~' The Daily so lar 

h•>" c!~t:r. i:- thut C'n h i ~iu~ n:main..:t! vigorously nllcrcstcd in cllrL'nological qu~:stions until the cml 11fhis 
l ik. 1111d hL' continued to muJ...: impo11unt- if clcurl~ not nh~u) . ucccph:d- r.:scurch. 

:•> t:;/,•ttdws aleuclarti fir.:).!orioni. in q:n .:rroras. qui pass1m In wmi quamuare Cl l:..pat'l/.1' 
cmnmitllll/111~ 111<1/t(it'.l'/t' t!t•m o n •fr' /111/llr er dlif!f'l<!x 1\ctlelldurii ml'lioris tl l 1:!.\p~tdlllon:i/ummla {JrUfJOIIIIIIr 

t l'r:mkt'l!l'l 1612!. rnr nnc of the li:w ~..:~1 ni.ltr) d i cussion6 ofCulvbiu~·~ prnposulthnt I could find. cc 
Fcrdinund Kn l tcnbrunn~:r. IJn· f>o/emiA flhl'l' ditt Grt•gwiumitlw f:tJ/i!tld~ttTI!{orm ( Wicn. 1877). 83- 84 . 

.'I Dic.krcitcr, Dcr .\lus i/..r/;f!nn•ttk •. •r .Johml!l•'.f Kr!Jlh'r, p. : . 
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orbir around 1hc Eanh. the rhyrhms of the planets. mo n.comcts and star- coursing in graceful 
ar S above OUr ky. the regular cy i ~S o[' the Se I Oil . lh ~ rhy thm s or human QIHOJ:!~Ily , ail of' 

these . uggcsr thnt ordered hom1ony in nature exists as much over 1 im~.: u it d ··cs in ~pace. 111uch 
or' it cxprcs~ib l t by numbers in expl icitly Pythagon:nn term . 'lltc R ) 111ful poet C..:nsor inus. f(Jr 

ins tance. aw musical order in 1.11" gestation or the humnn embryo. Duri ng the fir~ t six lays 
aft~r inception. he tells us. the.: embryo is in a milky hulllour. from ~~hich it ~! merges imo a 
bloc dy humour for 8 days. thus approaching the ~e iquahcra ratio uf the diate sarun : it then 
fonn!. in to 11eslt over 9 more days, and lin<~ll) fu ll human fonn in l '2 more da) s. ere 11 ing ra tio-; 
of the di<JpetHl' and diapas n. respectively. Thc:sc flt" t 35 da s llre further multi1licd by thc 
magic number to cren te I he fu ll . pan of pre •nancy. 2 10 days.-= 

In addition to the temporal re!:,u larity of astra l bodie~ c ur ·ing through the sk ies or in 
the embryos of human gestat ion , wh. would not rhe rec rd!> of humtn hisiOJ! l ik~;wisc bo:: 
regulated b the urne tcmp ral harmony ·~ That is to sa). should not the temporal unfo lding of 
wor ld hi t ry over some six thousand years since creation be seen ns one piece 11 the 1/tllsico 

mundl.)no by which God orcbined numerical order in creation? Thu · Jcwi h cabali 1 · and 
Christian my tic saw numerical partems e crywh re in lime· . s noted b) ntlwny Gmf'ton . 
hisr.of) was full of numeri al order that -imply could not havt· been mere ly :. crt::ndipitou~: 

the: !'our monarch it: ~ ~tnd :.event) 11eck~ nf Dnni ·I. the: 1.260 ycur 11 1' Re1 clatmn. th · ~ i :-. Jn~ . ,)!' a 
th usamly~:urs that mnd~ hun11111 history .:orrc. pond to th.: ~ ix duy~ of" l'r•·ation. tlw twch.: hour:; 
of li\ ~ hunc.Jrc<J years that mad.: it ( (lfTCSp nJ In the (\\dYe hour~ nf (.'hrb t' ·utli:rill!; \l l1 the CfO S!\. 

the thr,;l' ugc; ,,f lh.: lulmudi<: proph ~;.'t: ~ If r· l ia'. :UlUlhc lill)•;. .:nr Juh i l~.;c, nr the hrontcks or 

l·. u~rhiu:- and Jcrum.: .... the idcnticnl Ju rutio11 111 Rnm.: unJ Babylun- 1.1 (:H ~ ..: urs ·- <L~ pronl that 
l od huLl intended th n to be sc..:n us pn mlh:l cm pi r.: ~ • 1 

1r many of these hist rical patterns were not ~x rlici tl~ Pythagorean in proponion. th t·) :,. till 
:uggestetl a pn.:ordaincd rder to v.•orl l histol)· that ould only bl.' Ji emcd through th.: l0•• ic 
r number and proponi n. How cl c i one to c .\pl;~in the ~81 )l.'ar divis ions . epnrating lhe 

Flood from the death or ber. Lht· 1 irth uf Ebcr From the dealh of Jacob. and the cfl:a th of 
Jacob from the fall of Tro~. as one chronol()gist named Abraham BucholRr r inted out '?~ 

Or '"hat of the Catlwli Goropius 13t:canu.s, who noted thHt Znrlin · ·crwrio or the number 
six c:orresp nd n t n l)- to abstrnct mu i al ratios. but to ternpornl patterns: Chirsl died on 

the !>i:-. th day: time con ·ists r six oge . . and m t a:. toundingl) . the dincr~.:n<:t: hct\l t'Cn the 
ll ebrev,. and cptuagint omputation s of the period etwecn the . rcation and the Flo d i 
l._36 ycurs ( I x2 3= V' < n the ther hund, the 16th-century Fn:nch ph ilo or her Ji:arl B\)din 

di eo ercd that the ri and fa ll or state . . cemcd to comt: in ryc.:les f ~96) curs. '' hich w·1~ 

derived b. 7 times 70. ear · piu · the ddi tion of the perfect num ber 6.: 

.: Ccn~Minu,:, . ··De dtc nuwl i," 11.1- IL ·.:c 1l;o Franchi rw t i.IITu rio. 1 /t (•urw a 111// \ 1< < r Milan. 
1~ \I ~ J. fJoo~ l.d1. . 

l ' lirarion. J(J.r~•ph S'ca/ig,·r, ,.," 2. p . ..1 7 
2" 11 id .. p. 34 8. 
; ~ lhiJ .. p. J.H~ . 

' '· Jenn Oodin, \ft'! lrod ll.\' 1;1(/ fc~c li<"m lu:Hort 1r11111 co,t; lllt Wm' m 1 t\nJ~lt: r<.l<un . 1 (l511l 
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Man) Chri ·tian lll )~ l ics saw p:lltcrn in hL tory that could be used for prophe1 ic purpo~cs. 

most importanJiy . of course. lo r recast the: ·econd c Hning r hrist and the ensuing fi nal 

j udg~~mcnt of the Apocalypse. Thc Bibk seemeu full ol"tnntal izing numerical clues thmmight 
bt: decoded to detcm1 inc tht dare of God' fimll judgment."" (And any oru~ famil iar \~ itll some 
of the more fringl: sects of fundum~:ntiili ·t hri ·tian ity fr m wcet- om cr preacher . cab le TV 
und the imernct will realize that this apocalyptic tradition is by no means dormant toda).) o r 
course the line ·eparating proper B ibl ica l c. chatolog, and occult astrology becomes a thin 
one when engaging in numericnl 'P~ ulation ond forcca ting. so it is not surpri ing that the 
hurch took a dim view of those who exercised such intert ts. till,\ hen histoty wa.s viewed 

a a vast tempora l gamut upon which human und divine event could be ins r ibcd. it "'us 
almost irn.: ist ible that then!" ould bt: th e 'vho' ul d analyzc such event D ec if deeper 
putrcrns might be deduced from which fu ture events coLt iLl be foreca t. 

Calvisius. being of more sober Lutheran stock. w keptical or such pr diction~. 
anll as far as we know. n~ver indulged in numerical sp~culat ion in hi · Chronology. (Thi 
parallels. inc identally. hi. music theory. in which he was like' ise dismi ive of any orth do;.; 
PytJ1agorcan endorsement or pe ific whole-ratios in music impl, on the basis of' their 
numerical irnrlicity.f ' 

But if alv isiu · seem d ro be a skcptic in rcuard 1 numerical panem in hi tory, h..: ~ti ll 
remaint:d convinc~:d th t the ac uratl· ordering r prominent historica l event· in a . inglc 
over iJrching chrono logy remained a legitirnak um.l n ble ra k. Like plotting intc.rva l on 
a 111 nochorJ. tlw dating of events on tlie great gamut f human hist ry n:quired patience. 
knowledge and di. ipline.=·· A nd mu ic. ~ nlvisius saw it. was 1 b~ vital part of this llist ry. 

lt i here. then. that th r..' real connt·ct ion between Ca lvi iu the musician and 'tivisius the 
chronologist c~u1 bl· seen. For he believed that music. a al l ot her dis ipl ine . al o had its u\\ n 
hi tory- both ·ncrcd and secu lar - and it was incumbcnt upon him to record it · history. it 

~, An o.cclknl hi •tor) tl!' up n.:alyptic pwphccy in thc tirn.: J)l:riOd t)f ~ lv i:iw; is R bin Llrucc 
Barncs. Pmph<'£:1' awl (r!lo.'l/,, .. ,-l{l()ca/_11Jiid.,·lll in tfto• lf iJ~f! aj thtt Lutheran !?.:form tW/1 (Stantbrd l ' 81:l). 

=• t\ lth lllt:h thi~ I~ 11111 l\1 ~u~ thut Culvisiu. wus tl111J)I~:tdy Impervious 10 nurncrolog1ttll 
coin •it.ktlcc~ . For ·•Willf le. it $lt rel~ must hll\' ~: been of . om<!. ignilicam:c to Cu i is ius thot his brrtituio 
tppcan:d r rcciscl~· nt th • tlirn 01' the nc11 cenwry (ful l cituttOn 111 nutc 30 below l. As Ban\c~ I m, 1 ointcd 
out. 1600 1\lt~ ay ~r thot had signilicunt prophcuc impor1 for mnny Protcswnts in the 16th ct:ntury. In 
Rc,·cl :1tions 1'1:20. thcrc b u snn\L'IIh 1t obscur~ rcf..:n:ncc to 1600 thnt ~ me 13ihlicnl ~clm lnr read rL~ u 
~ ign !'or end timcs: ~cc l'nrncs. Proplwr:y rmd l.ittosfs, pp, 13 J- J: ). 

:·· rh~ rdntion b.:t11 ..:cn rnu~il:al ·uh.:ulntions 111u cnh:mlricnl cal<:\ll:Uions a tU<tll~ ha~ un ~lnctcllt 
hi ~t or) . ..:v~n if it \ \ll$ \ >11\: of whi ·h Cnl1 i ~iw, was Ultllll':m:. ln the l iddle t\ gc. , churchmen \\·Crc IUught 
tl u <'one'> Id\ l1aml in Md<:r lt• cnumcmtc ltnd rncrnMi;.c) thc lunar c;clc by whi~:h Lht: 19 pt S!:-ibk 
uah.:~ of the Pas •11 tl tcm1 (the dntc \lf the full nwon utkr the \'Crtllll equinox that dct.:nn inc . the d~lc or 
t:::t.stcr) nuld he caktiltt!<:d. [his "col ·ulus" wu~ the sumc mnemonic which mu~iciun \~\llt ld lldopl < f 
..:oursc. itl order to nnvtt:a t~ the Cluicloninn musical garntll. Sec Kal\l l R~rgcr. "The Huml uml thc :'\rt 111 

Memory." .\ltmca discip/111,1 .'5 ( 191\ I). p. Ill . 
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beginning:, and dev~:lopmenl. This was the impetus behind C alvisius's tudy of music history. 

tht: £.wrcittJiio duae :it' Initio et!'rogrt:s. 11 Mu.l'ic:c.\ published in 16ll0. 1" 

'f11e Exercitatlu is nQt imply a lmdes music/ or' fnblc · and myths concerning the origins 
of music and iis affllctivc po,vcrs. however, as it wu Ji,r 111 SI earlier ' ritcrs frorn Boethiu. 
and Cassiadorus to Gaflori, Glurean. and Zarlino." For the cilr(llll!logist alvisius. mu.;i~.: 

hist1ry was to be an ord<:n·d hi tory, one that shou ld document and date ib tlarlit:~t inventors 

recorded in the Bible and among the Greeks. a we ll a d..:scription of rnaj1 r deve lopment~ and 
practitioner leading up t hi own day.J: Here !'or tile first Lime, both pagan and ·acn:d storic:-. 
r music art~ coordinated ( il' not fully reconciled). In . hort, Calvisiu uses his knowktlgc of 
cientif'lc chronolog to write.: what is arguab ly the.: cry flr r empirical "history·· of music. 

Note in the following pa sage hO\\ C11 lvi. ius dc.cribi.!S P. thagoras '. musical di. overil.!s b. 
situating him withi n both pagan and biblical histol) . 

IVI<.:anwhik. P~ thagoms. "ho llouri shcd in the llJ.!e uf King 'amh~ Se~ llf 1\:r>i fl. 0 year~ ulh:r 

the Bah) lunian cnpt i' ity, "hi le 'upcrbu$ the Ius! uf t h ~: rarquininn king~ mumJ,\!t:d atT;Ji r:- u rrwn~ 

!he Rtunnn~. t111JI't: thun l>tHl y.:nr. after ti t..: c<tptun: ot' I I'll;'-'· 50!! ~curs bcfon:: 1hc 1irth ,,rc ·hrht, 

!"'rc~·h cd thut th~.: l:lllhOIHll11 rnu~ic;tl illlcrvals an: .:ornpnscd of c~~nain proportion ~. and he ' ' tshcd 

tu ~uhjc~! 1hc111 1101 ll11) w ltcuriug h111 to '''ll lc them according tt> rca.·on and b~ the c..:n n nd~ of 

1 isLrnl dcmnnstml ion.'' 

Throughou t the E.xerciulliu. alvisiu · us"'s h is cornpctcncc in ca lcmlr ic::tl cakulatinn to datl' 

empirically (usually fur the first rime kcy event and figu re in music hi t 1, right up to 

his own da . . \ c learn that Ari ·to.xenus. t.hc gttnrdian of scn ory judgement of mus i~.: . w 

bom tWO hundred year~ <J itcr Py thagoras. or about 330 year before lht: binh or Christ 

'0 Scthu~ ~ 1lvi~ iu~ . t::.vf!Jt•l t . lt l o litPI'l/ de uutro l'l pmgre.I'J'u oiiiSI ···~ . " ' a/11.1 !JIIIIm.wlm'l 11d t•anl 

l'eiii .I'JNC/<;IIIih/1.1' /TI!i / ff der f:.Wr't:'i / t ii/OII<'S musi 'U•' duo,• j. I <.:tp7ig 1600. t\s CUll bt: ~<:-·n . th<: /-. lc'l'r ill/ I t • 

tppcur.:J li' c ~cu1-.; bcfor.: th.: pubill:ation ofth~o: Cirronologw. But 111: must ~;1.:~1 in mind that 'ah biu~ 
''a::; uln:udy \\ell advant:cd in his rcscarch in10 chrono il.'g~·. whi..:h ht: hud claimed n •mrnc111.:cd ><Hill' I<! 
~cnrs before i!S puhlicmiLJn Llf'OIU~I(l, p. 6). Thus \\'C can prcSUJ11C !hill the f..Yel't;' l {(//iO rcll·rt~ l1llUt~· nr 

the conc~.:ms to r prccbc hiswrical duting 1hat 1\ i 11 b~.· ,c.:n in thl! Cill'mu,/ogla. 

" Sec the itrl idt: b~ A ndn:a. M .) er, ·'Von Erii ndt:rn. Juhrc. I Jhl n unu lcttlcn Ding..:n: l'r " i siu~ 

:tl s Jl btorikcr Jcr l u ik" in h•mfJ/1.\' .\l:rxiC'Ut'·l; ·mtm·' \lu111h: l nlc·r.wd:iuJg <'ll :u Sei/1 Cuh·1s111x. r.:cl . 
(jc. inc Schr11dcr (l l ildc~h~im. 20lHi). 1:3- 71, 

" l<u critic:tlto this pr IJl'<:l I\ le; an cnlircl~ new s;:n~-= ol'hiswrkol timc thnt cm..:rg.:d in the I 6th 
ecn1ur;.. u ~-ns~ 111 "l11dt l~V<:IH:< wcrc no! ~o ntuch "figurall) .. tur "r.:pn:.~nulii l lllU iiy " J r.:l.llcd. htll 

"t:au,:.tlly" rclatt:d: hiswry hud a ddini1c . .::oo tinuou~ . • utJ mc.:~urul>k· wnpoml trajn·t,•ry upon 11 bidt 
all l! \'Cll iS could h..: inscribed h::tding tu the r ti:~Cill. (For a lu:lpful dbcll:->inn ( r th i . .:ornpl.:., IS~IlO,: , 

~<:<: l'cl..:r Burk '. 7h ' Uc·nui.l·.vall('l! 'em .: uj th<• !'us/ I N..:11 Yt1rl-.. I 'l(l9 j.1 h1r Call isius. rnli1nn ·J us 
hl~ ll'lb b) ~uch u. lr Ill:! l~cformHII i1t1 pcr~pcctl\c , 111-=r..: wa . • tl ~o ;111 t:kmcnt l ( tpoculyp r 1er~ 111 111 lr r ~ 

hb10riL1gntph: tlial i nl ~n Ji~cu ... sctl h~ 1\nJrcus ~k> t:r ! :>cc Lhc .: itmion in fontnot~: J I ). 

'' " IJnn~ • Pythugora.-;. qui Cnmh~~i:: n.:gis PasurtHn scculo noruiL solutu po~l >cptua::inta :!Il l I(" 
~Hptil' i l:lt~· Jiuh) lontt:n. cum ullimu:: pud Romarms r~::-. l urquiniu~ ~upcrl>U3 f c"rllll1 potirclur tih n r 

,c,\c..: rttn~ :Hulu' pos1 cupl lliTI I ro.imn. qui ni!cll ti~ mni,; illll~ Christurll nalum. \ltt. ic:t int.:n alia t:<11hil i1H 
t t:nis propnn tonrbus L.:on tinni dqm:hcnc.kr.:t. t:ll'!ll•' non nudi!tli tun tum !>UI ~dc.:n· 'dkt. '..:d rut ion..: :1 · 

ctrt i ~srrnu demonstrat ion~: oh \li.: Uiu~ p1 n<:n:t" lP R ). 
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( p . 90). wh ik the nw tht:tnutic ian ami as1 ronom~::r Ptolemy was born about 130 years alter th e 

binh ( f hri ' l. in the reign of' Emporcr Antoninus Pius (p. Q2). li seems that only b) artix ing 
s mcthing ~~ i th in <111 ovcnm.:hing chronology integrate I wi th 13ibl ical . nd civi l hisrory is it 
giwn lll t:<.tn ing and va lid at ion . •• 

U in:! his gr 1wing cl tron logica l prowc~s. alvi ius attempt 10 re olve s~1111 t: or' th ~· 

hoHricst legend a11 I debmcs or mu ical mythol gy lhr ugll obcr, ·cient ific methodo logy. 
Perhaps the most fundamental of ·uch debat~: · concemed \1 ho wa · the first "invent r" lf 

music: the bibl ica l Jubal described in ,enc is (4:2 1 J as the " Fltlher of rllose who p ia; upon 
t.hc harp and tht: org:1r1." ur th t: Greek Pythngorus." Thn ugh a . imple ca lcula1ion of bibl ical 
history. it becomes clear thar Jubal had to com e llJng befon.: Pythagoras. th us vindicatmg tht: 
priority of llcbn:w mu ica l prn ·t ice M..:r the reeks. 

O ther ()b cme legend · in the early history of mu. ic wcrt· li kl~wi sc re olved b, alvisius 
by using to<, Is or chronology. rpheus's legendary prowcs a a musician, r r example. w as 
hown to be or the re lati vt:ly ret:ent. p t~t . ·~~ we see frorn the ~11low ing rather convoluted 

chronolog~ given b~ ' alvi!:-illll: 

At.:C(•rding. w Ju,.cph !':.culligcr, I roy wr ·captured :.769 ye:Jrs ufkr cn:atum, t.:n y<::trs ullcr the 

vi .tu!') pf J~.:ph t ha l" ~.:r the •\ mmonncs, 12.J ; 'c:m; hcfMc Otl'• IU succeeded the throne ot' Soul. 
ami a.> l'rotcu~ nilcd 1n f ~gypl. But 2S ~can; before th • .:npturc ol 'l ro) . Kin~ l. :.llinu~ to \\ hum 
A cn a.> ~.:umc 10 I ta ly in tlpplication. l111d rounded l11;. rc1g.n. In the ~am.:~ c. r. l lercuh.::. driv.:n b) 

tmenduruhlc ~adnc~~. till'<.: II hi111~clf in1t1 the fire untl Jicd h>tving car cc l; reuch · I:~ yeun. ut' [lge. 

us is 1 '>tifi ·d by 1h~ nnd<!i\1 hi~tur·i un M tml!tho. H ·rcule:. \1 l:i thus b\l rtl 7 ycur~ befurc the c<r rr urc 

of Troy. i\nd in his ) oulh. hi:, compMion 11 n~ Orpheu~. whom Linu nwc.:k...:d li r his un.:ull h·at..:d 
voic..: rmtl \\·a_· k i lied 1 h~ I IL:rc.:u lc:s j:11' 

alv i, ius·s conclusion i arcgori al: 

From ull thb it i ~ ·l · tr 111 11, ~~ ~.:n if I i 11L1 wetS hi lieu h~ ll crcu li:~ 11hcn he wu~ 60 years l ld. lib 

fiHIH:r, /\p,l ll( and lht: vth..-r inv..:ntnr~ and pmctilinncr. ofm u: ic: diu not prcced ·rh~ dc~lruction or 

Tro~ h. · onc-hundr.:d years: rmhcr. I hi!) li\ 'd 11 the ;;:mu: lime a.o, rh~· Israeli te Judge Gkkon. nd 

'' 1 h..: nu111 h~r 0!' dntc' lhtll C:u ll· i~iu;; brin!,ts inhl his F..r<I'CIIatfa is truly unpre cdcntcd. Jam.:i' 
McK innon has noted, lor c.xamplt:, that i t " 1$ nnly 1\illt .llermann Finck 's Pru :m ·u lttiiSI ·a of 1556 

l hll l \\ C CIICOU illa for the !"t r SI time 0 spccill '. ~a nglt:: dOlt: with in I he text Of U Jl1 1l~icu l publ icnt ion (that 
hcing inctd · ntnll~·. 1·1!\l l- lhc tiu1.: in wh ic;h l:Of11 (1l1Scn> tir~ l b~.:g<m IHit ing lllll$i C thnr l-ine~ h · li<:v.:d 
10 be won h. L'f our noti ~: ..: l. Jurn.::. l'vkKinrl< n. " Jilhil l vd P) t iHig<lTU~. <.)uL sit inventor ITI U~i \:'at:?" l'itc 
,\ Ill> teal Quarter/.1 ,.t/1 (Junual) . l l)n ). p. I i . 

'-' A Jbcu~si 1t1 cou:n:d nwr.: l'ul l) in ivl K iono11. '·Jubill H'l P~ t ll ttgorus. " f'lP· 1 -2~ . 
1" ···1 wirr ~npw cot. ~cnu • lum l n~crhum ~cal i gcrum. an no u conJ itu Muntlo 276 }. dcc m nnn i ~ 

pll~ l 1 ictoriarn k pl1rac de t\ n11nnniti ~. l ~:n!llm viglnt1 trihus ann is. untequam David Sauli in regno 
..; u ~: ..:~:tk r..: l , n:gn:1ntc I 'l'otc. • in /\I :gyp Ill. An no uutcm vtpcsimo o ·r.avo tlll iC !tptmn I rojnrn. l .ur in us 

rcx. nd qucrll .1\ l~ ncns $uppln i11 l rul iam vc:nit. f'untlam..:nw reg.ni sui lccit. Eudcm onno 1-krculc.:s ex 

in1pntk nr iu dolnrb . . ' e in igncm con jcci t. atqt1.: it:, J'uto run tus est, ..:urn vixi~ et <u1no:; qllil1i.Jl1Uginr a 

duu . ut v..:ru - l i s~imus Hiotnrku~ Mnndho lt:Stalur. N it! US .:si ig itur Her · ule~ scrruageslnw ulllc ~:ap t un 

J'ro iam mmu. Et in juv~:ntu t~: ..:omliscipulu: f'uit Orphci. pmcccptmClTiqu~ suum U num. I.:LIIll ah i p~n 
ri~idlu~ in ·rcrar..: tur, quoll ru t i c~ .:an~r..: t. inlcr!cci t" (pp. S l - li2 i . 
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SQ music aii!VIIg thl' Un;cks \I' ll$ 110 1 tL.'- old u~ hu~ hc:e11 I11Uint11incd h~ ccr1ain authors. and \\ C nw ~t 

CIHK'Cik the much Lm :lllcr untiquit) or Ho.:! rcw rnu. i.: \lhkh " us ccl~:hrutcd h~ th~ bra ·lilt'' anti 
th~:ir Pa t riarch~ inun~:di a 1cl y ntlcr lil t: nugrut1u11 fro m Fg~flt. '' 

We could mine the lixertutio t'or funher example:; of mu. icn l chronology- when did iVh:rcut'J 
fin invent the lyre with four string ? When did n::rp:uH.Ier add addi ti ona l tring.· to mai-.1.:' 
the 7- und 8-notc lyrt: ? When did Olympu udd the cnharmonic gt.mrc nnd Timothcus the 
chromatic',' All f these mun legends or nncicnt 111 us ic could now be subject to rhc co ld. 
cnlcularing I ight of chronok)gk:al inquil) . 

The E.r.::nwtu does not concern it elf ·olc ly with uncicnt hi 10ry. however. /\ · his namuivc 
proceeds. alv isius muvcs ·tcad ily into th e hri. tian cm. ulthough hi "histur · ... such a· i t i:. 
be om..:. under tandnbly . pott. fo r u work of only 86 page::~. The tkwlupmc::nt of r olyph(lll) 
from the monophonic repertoire of chant is hi prima~ . concern(\ hat he cal l · fi gura l music). 
But as we:: might c>.pt:cl. hi know ledge:: )f th is tk doprn ent is fragn1e tt1 ed and f11led wi lh 
misconception~. For in u:mce. he recognizes organum rls an imponnnt in i ti al :. tcp in til t' 

devdopmct1l Of 111lllt i· Oiced C< tllpo ·itiO!l. but ht' bee 111CS CO!llp lctcly lost in presuming th<H 
organ um practice:: was relnte::d 1 perl'orman c on the hydraulic organ--a ll1 iss tcp made by 
Zarlino as well. 

·n,e Exer ·umio is noteworthy. howe e:: r. r; r ~ in g l ing out n numb~:r vr hist rica l rnu ~ ic 

thc1 ris t · fo r att ent ion . 1\ o writer in pan.icu lnr art: ci ted b) · ulv i s i u ~ fm tlwir al.: om pi i~hm cms : 

t. John of' Dnmascus and Guido of rezzo. John of Damascus. tht: 8th - .t:ntul)• l il th ~·r ~11' 

lh(! E:J.S tem Church. wa heavily involvt;<li in chum reform and codification tor the F.u::. tern 
ri le , and cr~ditt::d by Zarlino as tJ1 ~· invcnwr of the 8-mode sy tcm or Byzantinl' chan t. the 
Octoedws. alv isiu!> credits him- erronc u, I} nel·dlcss to ay- with the development of 
u ncumntic nr>ta ti on that could a tttll for sc rniwn~· . and other rdi:m11 . ~~ Uuido or J\n;: u o. 
who recc ivc:s probab l ~ th~: most space in the £xcen arh . is pra i s~:u !'or hi man) th · orL~ ti al 
accomplishment ' including the extension r !he lll ll" ical gamut , the dl;'\ clopmcnt (lr ' tan 
notation. and hi sy .. tcm of u l feg~ sy llables. 

1 1:1 t ura ll~ . alvisiu, i , areful to ituat1: both theorists chronologit.:all) be aO'i.-;i nl,; tlH:ir 
birth date~ and the date or thei r major writing. And ngain. h(! correlate. the o:: - as Il l' did 
w ith Biblical (~ven ts-with ivil hi$tOry. Thu Wt' k:arn that John of Damnscu~ \o\'Ufkt:J Juring. 
the reign f Peppin Ull' Younger and harlemagnc in the 9th centur;r·. whi le uido w::1~ activ.: 
dur ing. the Sali tn dynnsty ()f Holy Roman Emperors. ·onrad 11 and Henry J 11 in the IIth 

" " I.;. yUibus Otll ll ih u~ upparct: l.:. llllll i Linu fclrla~~ i , ~c~ ~l g •si mll UO:l• t li ~ ll lllhl ar llcn:uk 
int<.: rli:~:t us fuis:;cl. l'atrl'!ll tmnt·n ipsi u:; t\pol lin..:m et uli11> ll.·l u!- icac inH·nwn:~ <.:t cul\l)(t.:~.: ·ntwn unnb 
.; \·.:r ' lllll<:tn I rujnc non untcc.::.si~~e. ~cJ Gid.:oni jtu.li <.:i I r;u.:l it i ·i ' ac ·ull> vi . Oo ru1 ~~c . :\tquc i111 
1\ l u~ica ftpud ·lmcco:- 1\tJil itn ,. ·tustu c ·t. ut qUidcm aut1 res u-tna:rc Cl>nati sunt, et nrll lquilatc ;.uu 
i\tusica<· tudaicac. ut quuc et upud Pntrian;ha~ . et stullrn post migrat ~IJII :\l ~g~ pturn. upud lsruclitu 
.:..:lcb..:rrimu i'uit , l 'ng.: ~.:edit " !pp. IL - l•CH 

'• C11 lv i~t u s ' s ,mzn:.: t'vr inJ<.mnation on John o t'Dnmu;;cu;.':> "musi ..:al n;form~ .. \I lL' lik ·I; /.rrllll,,· •. 

/,,. /stiluthWI !lurmomclw ( I 5 51-> ). 13ouk ·1. eh . S. 
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rentur'). Once ~tga in. rrwsicnl history seems to be given a kind of' validation by b<:.ing linJ..c::J 
wi thin a broader univers:al hi, tory . 1'' 

V 

on~ of us today wou ld mistukt: the ExL'I'tariu as a viubll! history o f' music. l t is 1hviou~ly 

hobbled b~· gros. m isundcrst mdings and gaping holes. But at rhc sarnt: 1 ime. it is a progres. ive 
history of' music in that it seeks. howt.:vcr rcrHativ.::.ly and ineptly. to offer n chronologica l 
narrative or rnusic ' .:volution f'rom it: :)rigins to our own day (whi h ulvisius adds has 
re~:~c lted a slitll' ) f perfection !>UCh that any runho:r· dcvcl pmcnt is inconceivable). More 
importantly. he understand mu~ic as ·r part of uni ersal hi. tory, ne that is integrated ' ith in 
bibl ical and civil history. 

ulvisius di.::d on November 2•1. 16 15. ·til l a tivcly corTe p nding wi th intr:llcctua l acro 
1: uropc on chmnologicul qm;stiorrs, and sti ll acti ve as a composer and cantor at St. Thomas. 
During his funeral held 0 11 November _7 thr: Thon1a Choir sang a rn otet of Calvis ius bn ·ed 
on 11 text fr·om Psn lm 90 who c re. onance 10 his work a~ a chronologist would not have h~:cn 
I >SI upon nny om.: in the ongrcgnt ion: .. n. er Lcb~:n \·\ ~hret icbzig Jah r; nd wenn cs hoch 
komrnt. so ·ind L' " a ·J1tzig Jahr."' I k may not have liwd out the fu ll ·p·1n of70 ycflr promi cd 
by God to his faithful llock. but in hi::. 60 mo1tal ~::ars on th is Earth. cth Cal i ·ius did 
accompl ish much about which he c uld be p leas~d and proud. For in addition to hi profound 
musical legacy, he did something fL·w before him would have dared: he tried 10 take the 
measure of rime it el f. to plot th ~.: history of mank ind upon God's temporal gnmut of c.reation . 

•. , I shou ld note 11 l' ll i'IOII. parado., t.hnl ll1ll5l or the mu~i.:nl d·.t tt:S given in the £.,,'Cc!l1' ilaf/1! d\1 n o l 

rnnke rhcir \Ill\ imnthc ( 'Jmmo/ogro iiv\: ~car Lll-:r. On!) u fc11 11fih.: n1LJ~ ic i an~ and th ·orisis !' •uno 111 

the \:nrl) 11 orJ.. can be 1'1 tmd in rhe li!ll;'r l : nivcr~al chnmnlugy. Fur examrlc. !he nnly 111\:ntion tlf ( i lrido 

in rh.: Cltrrm{)/l!>till l.:li!H.'I!n1' 1h • ''riling ~11" 111 .. i\ usica" around I 028 (n.m. 4977). ·rh -re i~ nu mcrHil)ll 
nr Ari~toxcmt:., Urplwus, or l i 111olhcu~ : Ptnh.:my. noct hiu~. nnd John of' Dama$cu:; arc mentioned, hr rt 

nul for any 1•t" !heir n lll si~,;al contrif>utinn1>. And in the rnod rn 'I'U. tl1c onl;. nm~icinns I 11 0.::. nblc 10 lind 
mentioned in tlw 'ftro,to/ogltl aside rrorn Ciuido nrc llcmu11111 u~ Cummetuo I under the yc.:H r l !l5~ l unJ 
1 k inri h i1 1r..:an !whose dcnrlr is notcd in 156~1. 1or do an;. ,,fthc later c liti ns rectif~ thi ~i tt1ation . 

I can niT er no ~uro.: cxplanmion as rn the lack nt' musical dnting1-. In the ( 'hronofogw. l'crl1ap~ 

uh·i,ius though1 in 11 grun I uni1·cr <JI history. mu~i ~ol i:-~ucs were not of cornparahlc irnpurmncc 11r 
rmcrcsr rn n:adcr~. Perhaps. too. h..: f.::li he htck~d rmy ~ci:U rt: cvidcnc..: i(Jr the tin t.:~ hc proru~cd i 11 th1.· 
/: ... Icerotaun. Whntcvcr th.: case. it do.:s inJ.:cJ ~c~·rn <•ud that u ·hl'onology compiled h) 11 sc l1olur 11 ith 
, ucll d.:numstr-:!lcd historical kn(m lcug~.· ol' mu~ it: onccrm itself M ) little with this u pi -. 




